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FROM A 


GENTLEMAN to his FRIEND, 
Concerning the Cusron of 
Giving and . Valls. 


Dear SIR, Now. 30, 1766. 


SNN T' is with great Pleaſure 1 have 
* 1 15 heard that the Cuſtom of giving 
Won and taking Vails is to be abo- 
liſhed in the Counties of Salop and Staf- 
ford at Chriſtmas next, as it hath already 
= been 


oF 15 
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been all over Scotland, and in ſeveral other 

Counties in England. A Cuſtom, well cal- 
led in the Paper lately ſigned by the Shrop- 
ſhire Gentlemen, utterly repugnant to all 
the Rules of Decorum, and Hoſpitality ; and, 
permit me to add, a Cuſtom which has 
already fpoiled nine out of ten Servants 
throughout the Kingdom, as well as de- 
ſtroyed that reciprocal Relation between Maſ- 
ter and Servant, which is inſtituted by an 
Authority more than human. 


—— "x 
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Tua theſe, and more than theſe, are 
the pernicious Conſequences of the Practice 
of Vail-giving, I hope to prove with the 
cleareſt Demonſtration. 


And firſt, that this Cuſtom is repugnant 
to all Decorum, how many Maſters of Fa- 
milies have / ſecretly felt in their own Breaſts 
1: when following their Gueſts to the Door, 

they have ſeen them before their Faces 


to his Friend, &c, 9 


firſt ſtep to this Side, then to the other, 


through a Lane of greedy, cringing Har- 
pies, who ſtand with half open Fiſts to re- 
ceive all that ſhall be ſlipt into them, and 


perhaps a Shilling or an Half Crown drops 


through the Fingers and rolls about the 
Hall, to the additional Confuſion of the 
good Man of the Houſe. It is true, Cuſ- 
tom may have ſo far familiarized this 
Practice, that in ſome Maſters (who have 
a pretty good Front) there may not even 
be an aukward Senſation when they be- 
hold their Gueſts contributing towards the 
Maintenance of their Houſhold, and pay- 
ing the Shot as regularly, though general= 
ly at a much higher Rate, than if they 
had dined at a Tavern or an Inn; yet, as 
it often happens, that for want of know- 
ing what Number of Servants will ſtand at 
the Door, Ladies and Gentlemen when they | 
dine out with their good Friends cannot 
exactly calculate how much per Head the 

3 Ordi- 
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Ordinary will come to, and ſo when they 
go away are often at a loſs for Change, 
or cannot readily fumble out a Shilling or 


Half a Crown for every Footman, with- 


out which, however ill they can afford it, 
they muſt expect to be moſt heartily abuſed; 
therefore, for the remedying of this Evil 
among ſuch as are ſtill reſolved to give and 
ſuffer Vails to be taken, I would propoſe 
three Methods, leaving it to the Diſcretion 
of every one to adopt which ever he thinks 
beſt. | | 

Hr, Let the Gentleman or Lady of 
the Houſe, - inſtead of ſuffering their Ser- 
vants to receive their Viſiter Money for 


their Repaſt, fix the Price of the Ordi- 


nary, and let the Price ſo fixed be hung 
up in the moſt conſpicuous Place of the 
dining Parlour, or Hall, as is done at Bux- | 
ton, Matloct, and other Places where Peo- 


ple pay for What they have, that ſo each 


Gueſt 


to bis Friend, &c. 1 
Gueſt may always know how much the 
Reckoning will come to vithout further 
Trouble; and Perſons of ſmall Fortune will 
by this Means be better able to judge how 
often they can afford to accept an Invita- 
tion to dinner at any intimate Friend's Houſe, 
without ſtarving their own Families through 
what they ſubſcribe towards the Payment 
of the Servants Wages: Then, immediately 
as Dinner 1s over, let the good Lady of the 
Houſe order a Plate to be ſet in the Middle 
of the Table, into which let each Stranger 
put Half a Crown for the Butler, and a 
Shilling or two, according to the Price fixed 
for each of the Men in Livery; Which in ef- 
fect is the very ſame Thing, and will an- 
ſwer the very ſame End (vig. in helping 
to pay the Servants Wages) as if it was 
given at the Door, whilſt it would not be 
at all more inconſiſtent with Decorum, and 
would be attended with much leſs Trouble 
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ſent Cuſtom. 
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than the preſent Practice of paying the Ser- 


vants one by one. 


Secondly, If this Scheme ſhould be diſ- 
approved, a large Box might be put up in 
the banqueting Room, of the Nature of thoſe 
we may have ſeen for Chriſtmas-Boxes in 
Coffee - houſes, in which every Perſon who 
comes to the Houſe may put whatſoever he 
thinks proper; by which means, as it will 
not be ſeen what each contributes, a wor- 
thy Friend in low Circumſtances may come 
off at a much cheaper Rate (and by the 
bye without being abus ' d as a niggardly Dog) 
than he poſſibly can, according to the pre- 


Beſides, here would be a 
peculiar Convenience reſulting to the Lady 
of the Houſe, who by this Means, when 
ſhe came to unlock the Box, would know 
exactly what her Servants Places were worth, 
and might the more eaſily keep the Vail- 


Money iu in her own Hands (as I am credi- 
bly 


1 ** 1 ä 2 — ACNE CI ET _ 1 * e n r 2 Ky 2 8 1 22 
„ — _ 9 1 CR DAE ä * _ — 8 Ire 9 e un PO + GE * n S n n HOGS: 2 75 Nt A 8 7 oy * * 3 
—. ] ͤ vv ²ĩ³·»ꝛ1·¹ w- SN > S tc; Re £0) POE 8 3 PF ˙·wy.ꝛ˙ ... IR Is VEMLY 3 r 2 J.. ĩ˙ -m. 11. 7˙ = SY 8 r 5 8 FA 3 8 
8 n 1 TP. TG 8 Sans EEE N e 1 E 3 n 1 o ” e SES C 
8 PPP ²ðÜ¾ II dn Ee TO, 22ͤ A i Mn oe Abt Laden J— ß ðͤ ß IIA ß OE . SINCE (9 8 o AT abe" = 3 IR. — n NN ASE Ire nga «FR, $ 
8 . 37PT ee RUS: 888 1 : n . N 5 LENS n r c oh LE ENS ot ah Dc g . — IF 4 mY 
2. UC e 8 . 3 9 0 5 * N ; V F So SY 


S ** 7 

2 W ON, * pg EF? 1 2 
FETT 
eee COLNE 0 


eas; ed 
3 


* tha — 8 . 
8 


D 
8 


21 yp y 
* 2 ** 8 et 
SA SIE” 2 
p 


be” > OI OR TA EI INT 
11 © RS i a 

2 2 8 N = 

ene 88 


W 3 EAR MEE = ene IN 3 8 5 . 
SS EW — . 
at, ps, . 


to bis Friend, Sc. 11 
ply informed that ſome do) and regulate the 


| Servants Wages according the Benefactions 


of the Gueſts. 


If neither of theſe two Propoſals for a- 
voiding the indecent Cuſtom of running the 
Gauntlet through a Line of Servants, and 
making them Eye Witneſſes that you can- 


not leave their Maſter's Houſe without pay- 


ing the Rcckoning, ſhould be liked; the 
only one beſides I can think of, is, that 
that ſuch Ladies and Gentlemen whoſe Ser- 
vants take Vails ſhould compound with their 
Viſiters, eſpecially with ſuch as come to ſee 


them often (after the Manner that many do 


who live near a Turnpike Gate) and have 
an Agteement drawn up, that ſuch and ſuch 
Perſons ſhould allow them ſo much An- 
nually towards the Payment of their Ser- 
vants Wages (for it is only a pitiful Un- 
willingneſs to make an Addition to Wages 
that prevents Numbers who are convinced 

of 
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of the Deteſtableneſs of the Cuſtom of Vail- 
giving from aboliſhing it) provided they may 
go to and from the Houſe without being 
worried after Dinner by the greedy Do- 
meſtics; or, if they come to ſtay a few Days 
or a Week, without being obliged to leave 
more Money for their Lodgings, than they 


would pay if they were to hire a ready fur- 


niſhed Houſe for the ſame Time, in the 
politeſt Part of the Metropolis. 


After what has been ſaid of the Inde- 
corum of giving and taking Vails, little 


need be offered concerning the utter in- 


conſiſtency of this Cuſtom, with true En- 
gliſb, and I will add with religious HospI- 
TALITY; for, however that Word is but 
too generally abuſed, and Gluttony and Ex- 
ceſs would ſhelter themſelves under its Wing, 
yet that there is ſuch a Thing as ©. Hoſpr- 
tality, and that this Hoſpitality is an eminent 
chriſtian Virtue, I truſt none will deny who 

believe 


to his Friend, Gc. 1 


believe the Epiſtles of St. Paul to Timo- 
thy and Titus to be divinely inſpired: For 
that Apoſtle, in laying down the Charac- 
teriſtics of truly Chriſtian Biſhops, in the 
very ſame Places that he ſays, ſuch muſt be 
blameleſs, not ſelf-willed, not foon angry, not 
given to wine, holy, ſober, temperate, lovers 
of good Men, not given to filthy lucre; adds 
alſo, that they muſt be Lovers or Hos- 
PITALITY; but how ſuch Hoſpitality can 
conſiſt with making a poor pious Curate 
pay for his Dinner, and how any Men 
pretending to Religion, can ſo meanly baniſh 
this Virtue from their Tables, I n 
myſelf at a loſs to diſcover. 


Bur you'll ſay, what Meanneſs can there 
poſſibly be in giving a Gratuity to another's 
Servant, or in ſuffering my own to take 
one? I anſwer, there is abſolutely juſt the 
ſame Meanneſs in it, as if you were to 
make a Bill for your Company's Eating and 

S RD Horſes 
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Horſes, charging each Article of the Feaſt 
ſeparately, with ſo much for Hay and Corn, 
and to put the Money into your own 
Pocket without giving your Servant a Penny 
of it; or, as if when you dined out, you 
gave it to the Maſter. of the Houſe, and 
ſaid, „ Sir, this is for my Dinner. —Nor 


is this the leaſt Aggravation of the Matter; 


for does not every Maſter leſſen his Ser- 


vant's Wages for what his Gueſts give? 


And does he not increaſe them where his 


Gueſts give nothing? So that in Truth the 


Money is not given to the Servant, but 
to the Maſter, and this meerly for the Meat, 
Drink and Lodging of the Viſiters, as much 
as at any Public Houſe in England, for I 
ſuppoſe that where a Gentleman only calls 
at a Friend's Houſe, 'and does not eat or 
drink, there he thinks he has no Occaſion 
to pay any thing, —O BRaAve- ENGLISH 


HOSPITALITY! 


THE 
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to his Friend, GS. 15 


Tux third Miſchief J propos'd to ſhew 
as reſulting from the Cuſtom of giving and 
taking Vails was, that it has already ſpoiled 
nine Servants out of ten; I wiſh I could 
not ſay, ninety-nine out of an hundred. 


A GooD Servant, is indeed an invalua- 
ble Treaſure; and juſtly deſerves the Kind- 
neſs and Liberality of his Maſter. But how | 
few ſuch are there to be met. with ? 
What is the Cauſe of the perpetual Com- 
plaints we hear now a Days of the Sau- 
cineſs, of Servants? What the Reaſon of 
ſo much chopping and changing between 
| Maſters and Servants ?!—— Why truly, for 

the moſt Part, Vails and Perquiſites. Theſe 
do not turn out according to the Expecta- 
tion of the Servant; his Lady does not play 
ſo much at Cards, as he hoped ſhe would, 
or elſe, perhaps ſhe ſets him too hard a Bar- 
gain, in making him find the Wax Candles 
„ and 
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16 A Letter from a Gentleman 
and Lemonade; nor does ſo much Company 


come to Dinner as he ſuppoſed ; therefore 
he preſently gives Warning, and ſeeks out 


for a Place where the Lady holds a great 


many Routs and Balls, and where the Maſ- 
ter has a conſtant Round of his Acquain- 
tance to dine and drink their Bottle.—Now 
it is in Families of this Sort that the Ge- 
nerality of Servants chuſe to live, becauſe 


Vails run higheſt ; yet in ſuch Places it 


js that their Morals muſt neceſſarily go 


worſe and worſe ; they become inſolent, 


waſtful, eye Servants ; bold and impudent 
to the laſt Degree; becauſe, they who puſh 


_ themſelves forward with the moſt Aſſurance, 
or that will hide a Gentleman's Hat or 
Great Coat to prevent him from ſlipping 

out unawares, and that they may have the 

Honour of preſenting them to the Owner 

when he is going away, mult always 


(where Vails are taken) get the moſt Mo- 


ney ; fo that a Man is abſolutely unquali- 


fied 
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fied to make the beſt of his Place, till he 
has diſcarded every Spark of Modeſty, ſup- 
poſing he brought a few Grains of that 
rare Commodity with him into the Fami- 
ly. Moreover, it is this dirty, paultry Cuſ- 
tom of giving and taking Vails, that em- 
boldens Servants to take upon them to can- 
vaſs over every Body that comes to the 
Houſe, how much this, how much the 
other Gentleman gives, and each Gueſt 
acquires throughout the Neighbourhood the 
falſe Character of Generous or Covetous, 
in Proportion as he is more or leſs laviſh 
in his Favours to Servants. And I wiſh it 
could be faid, that many a worthy Man 
who cannot afford to fatisfy the Avarice 
of theſe greedy Attendants, comes off 
with the Loſs of his Character alone; for 
I fear it is no uncommon Language among 
Servants when a Viliter does not pay them 
according to their Wiſhes; * O hang 
# him a ſcrubby Raſcal; but Tl take care 


ce to 
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ee to throw a Plate of Soup, or a Boat of 
« comes, and to bring him ſmall Beer 
e when he calls for Wine; he may wait 
long enough for a Plate before I will 


Butter upon his Cloaths next Time he 


« give him one.”—Nay, I have even heard 


of Strangers being put to catch their Death 
in damp. Beds, becauſe they did not ſuf- 
ficiently fee the Houſe Maids ; and their 
poor Horſes being totaly neglected, becauſe 
they had not wherewithal to ingratiate 
themſelves with Mr. Groom *. Theſe are 


T 1 that I am credibly informed are fre- 
quently 


* © Among theſe Inſtances of the Effects of Vail- 
-giving, I ſhall here add the following, which was told 
me by a Perſon on whoſe Veracity I can moſt fully rely: 
A Lady of Quality, whoſe Name I chuſe to conceal, 
having Occaſion. to make Uſe of her Coach before the 
Company who dined at the Houſe was broke up, rung 
the Bell ſeveral Times to enquire why the Servants did 
not light/their Flambeaux, and open the Coach Door; 
ſtill no Servants came, and upon her going out and 
aſking the Reaſon why they made her wait; one of them 


her 


to his Friend, &c. 19 


quently done in large Families, when the 


Dependance of Servants is more on their 
Vails than their ſtated Wages.—Now, how 
muſt Perſons who are not in ſo high a 


Station of Life be ſerved? As ſoon as they 


get a tolerable Servant, and have been at 
much Pains to qualify him for his Place, 
that Servant hearing from others how much 
more Vails are to be got elſewhere, muſt 


needs try his Fortune in a large Family, there 


he too often gets ſo totally ſpoiled by the 
other Servants, and becomes ſo abominably 
wicked, as to be abſolutely unfit for every 
Thing, but to practice Dean Swif's Direc- 
tions for Servants, and to follow his Advice 
for the Behaviour of Footmen at the Place 
of Execution, 


I 


told her with much Effrontry, that © they only* ſaid 
in Hopes my Lord's Company was going away, 
& as it would be hard upon them to loſe their Fees,” 
Whereupon her Ladyſhip told the Matter -to my Lord, 
and the Men were diſcharged, 
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I come now fourthly and laſtly, to ſhew 
that the Cuſtom of giving and taking' Vails, 
has in a Manner totally deſtroyed that re- 

ciprocal Relation between Maſter and Ser- 
vant, which is inſtituted by an Authority 
not leſs than Divine. For, on whom does 

a Servant in a Family where Vails are taken 

rely for his Subſiſtence? On his Maſter ? No, 

but on his Gueſts; and in Proportion as 
theſe increaſe or diminiſh their Fees, the 

Servant is deſirous to keep or leave his Place: 
And how can the Maſter on his Part ex- 

pect any Fidelity, or that he ſhall be ſerved 

from the leaſt Principle of Love and Gra- 

titude by a Servant, who is perpetually 

grumbling when the Houſe is not full of 
Vail-giving Company, and who looks upon 
himſelf to be leſs indebted to his own 
Maſter, than to his Maſter's Gueſts; ; and 
lives with him at ſuch an uncertainty that 


* ſtaying or going from one Quarter to 
another, 


to bis Friend, &c. 21 


another, depends meerly upon the Number 
and Diſpoſition of the Viſiters? This Re- 
flection, I think a very material one, for the 
Prohibition of Vails among ſerious Perſons, 
who have any Deſire to keep up that reci- 
procal Relation between Maſter and Servant 
which God himſelf has eſtabliſhed ; and 
even ſuppoſing there ſhould be ſome Ad- 
dition in the Expence (which all Things 
conſidered is much to be queſtioned) yet 
how can any Gentleman of Character, e- 


{ſpecially ſuch as are influenced by a Senſe 


of Religion, better beſtow this Addition than 
by endeavouring to maintain Decorum in 
his Family, to ſave his own and others' Ser- 
vants from Ruin (inſtead of laying a Poll- 
Tax upon his Friends) to keep up Hoſpitality 
in the true Senſe of the Word, and to re- 
ſtore] the long loſt reciprocal Relation be- 
tween Maſter and Servant? I am ſure, be 
the Difference of the Expence what it will; 
if Money thus laid out, is not well ſpent, 
D I 
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I know not what is; and can only pity thoſe, 


who from Motives of private Intereſt, will 


ſtil} perfiſt in a Cuſtom ſo evidently detri- 
mental to the public Good, and which has 
long made poor England a Proverb for her 


Meanneſs, in the Mouth of every For- 


eigner. 


I have nothing more to add, than to con- 
clude with the Account of an Affair which 


happened to me a few Years ago in Flanders. 
It was to the beſt of my Remembrance ex- 


actly as follows: 


As I was Travelling in / Company with 
two more Engliſh Gentlemen (being be- 
nighted) an honeſt Farmer gave us well- 
come Accels into his hoſpitable Cot, lodg'd 
us, and ſet before us the beſt his Houſe af- 
forded ; for which in the Morning we preſ- 


| ſed him to take ſome Gratuity, but this he 


abſolutely refuſed; and ſeeing one of the Gen- 
tlemen 


to his Friend, &c. = 
tlemen offer his Maid ſome Money, he 
ſeem'd to take it amiſs, and ſaid, “ Sir, I 
te pay my own Servant's Wages.” 


T am, 
Dear Sir, 
With great Eſteem, 
Your fincere Friend, &c. 


* %S , 


